
 

August 30, 2026: Mary Magdalene 

Discussion Questions 
 

1. Jesus sees 
Mary was someone society could easily overlook, yet Jesus chose to reveal himself to her. 
Where do you find it difficult to believe that Jesus sees you and values you? What difference 
would it make if you really believed that? 

2. Encountering Jesus 
Mary’s encounter with Jesus completely changed the direction of her life. What has been a 
significant moment when you encountered Jesus or became particularly aware of his 
presence? How did it change you? 

3. Waiting on God 
While Peter and John went home, Mary stayed at the tomb and waited—even in grief and 
uncertainty. What does “waiting on God” look like in your life right now? What makes 
waiting difficult for you? How can you incorporate more waiting in your Rhythm of Life? 

4. Turning toward Jesus 
Mary initially didn't recognize Jesus until he called her by name. Jeff describes this as Mary 
turning her back on the grave and turning toward Jesus. Is there something you need to turn 
away from so that you can more intentionally turn toward Jesus? 

5. Joining the mission 
Jesus told Mary not to keep the encounter to herself, but to go and tell the others. Jeff 
identifies several ways Mary joined Jesus' mission: giving, serving, and speaking the good 
news. Which of these comes most naturally to you, and which is God perhaps inviting you to 
grow in? 

John 20:1, 11-18 

1 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and 
saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb.8 In the eighteenth year of his reign, when he 
had purged the land and the house, he sent Shaphan son of Azaliah, Maaseiah the governor of the 
city, and Joah son of Joahaz, the recorder, to repair the house of the Lord his God. 

11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the 
tomb; 12 and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the 
head and the other at the feet. 13 They said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ She said to 



them, ‘They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.’ 14 When she 
had said this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was 
Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? For whom are you looking?’ Supposing 
him to be the gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have 
laid him, and I will take him away.’ 16 Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned and said to him in 
Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold on to me, because I 
have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, “I am ascending to my 
Father and your Father, to my God and your God.”’ 18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the 
disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 


