May 17,2026: The New Covenant

Discussion Questions

1. Thesermon argues that the old covenant was good, but unable to ultimately
transform human hearts because of human sin. In what ways do people today still try
to "fix themselves” through rules, morality, religion, achievement, or self-
improvement apart from God'’s transforming grace?

2. Hebrews 8 says that under the new covenant, God writes his law on our hearts and
dwells with his people through Jesus. What do you think it practically means for a
Christian to be transformed “from the inside out” rather than simply trying harder to
obey God externally?

3. The sermon emphasized that “we're not the heroes of the story — Jesusis.” Why is
that both humbling and freeing? How might truly believing that change the way we
approach failure, guilt, spiritual growth, or our relationship with God?

Hebrews 8:6-13

6 But Jesus has now obtained a more excellent ministry, and to that degree he is the
mediator of a better covenant, which has been enacted through better promises. 7 For if that
first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no need to look for a second one.

8 God finds fault with them when he says:

‘The days are surely coming, says the Lord,

when | will establish a new covenant with the house of Israel

and with the house of Judah;
9 not like the covenant that | made with their ancestors,

on the day when | took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt;
for they did not continue in my covenant,

and so | had no concern for them, says the Lord.



19This is the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel
after those days, says the Lord:

| will put my laws in their minds,
and write them on their hearts,

and | will be their God,
and they shall be my people.

1 And they shall not teach one another
or say to each other, "Know the Lord”,

for they shall all know me,
from the least of them to the greatest.

12 For | will be merciful towards their iniquities,
and | will remember their sins no more.’

13|n speaking of ‘a new covenant’, he has made the first one obsolete. And what is obsolete
and growing old will soon disappear.



