April19,2026: The Covenant of Preservation

Discussion Questions

The sermon opens with the observation that we are living through a moment of
unusual instability, and suggests that human beings fundamentally need something
reliable to hold onto. Can you think of a time when circumstances changed
significantly around you? What, or who, provided you with a sense of stability during
that period? Has faith ever supported you in such a situation?

. The sermon draws a distinction between a contract, which is transactional, and a
covenant, which defines a relationship and reflects the character of the one making it.
Think about a significant promise you have made or received. What made it feel like
more than just an agreement, and what did keeping or breaking it reveal about the
people involved?

. Every covenant has a sign: a visible, tangible marker of an invisible commitment. The
sermon connects this to the wedding ring, and later to baptism. What role do physical
signs and symbols play in your own faith? Do you find them meaningful anchors, or do
they sometimes feel like empty formality. What might account for the difference?

. The covenant's prohibition of violence is grounded in the idea that every human being
bears the image of God, making all human life equal in worth. The sermon suggests
this principle still has binding force today, and points to some contemporary ways it is
being tested. Where do you see the principle of the sanctity of human life under
pressure in our current cultural moment? How does the covenant's logic shape how
you think about those situations?

. Unlike most of the covenants that follow, this one is made not just with humanity but
with every living creature. The sermon suggests this has implications for how we treat
animal life. How does belonging to a tradition that worships a God who covenants with
all of creation shape, or challenge, how you think about the non-human world?



6. The sermon draws a striking distinction between triage and full healing vis a vis sin: the
flood was an intervention to preserve creation, and the covenant that followed was a
way of containing the damage that the violence of human sin does to creation—
but neither was the cure. What do you make of the idea that much of what God does
in the Old Testament is essentially managing a wound that only Christ ultimately
heals? Does reading the covenant as a temporary containment measure change how
you understand either the covenant itself, or what Jesus came to do?

Genesis 9:1-1/

'God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the

earth. 2The fear and dread of you shall rest on every animal of the earth, and on every bird of
the air, on everything that creeps on the ground, and on all the fish of the sea; into your hand
they are delivered. 3Every moving thing that lives shall be food for you; and just as | gave you
the green plants, | give you everything. 4Only, you shall not eat flesh with its life, that s, its
blood. *For your own lifeblood I will surely require a reckoning: from every animal | will require
it and from human beings, each one for the blood of another, | will require a reckoning for
human life.

®Whoever sheds the blood of a human,

by a human shall that person’s blood be shed;
for in his own image

God made humankind.

7And you, be fruitful and multiply, abound on the earth and multiply init.’

8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, ®'As for me, | am establishing my covenant
with you and your descendants after you, '“and with every living creature that is with you, the
birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of
the ark. "l establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the
waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.’ ?God said,
‘This is the sign of the covenant that | make between me and you and every living creature
thatis with you, for all future generations: *| have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a
sign of the covenant between me and the earth. " When | bring clouds over the earth and the
bow is seen in the clouds, ®| will remember my covenant that is between me and you and
every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy
all flesh.®When the bow is in the clouds, | will see it and remember the everlasting covenant
between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.”” God said to Noah,
‘This is the sign of the covenant that | have established between me and all flesh thatis on
the earth.’



