
 

September 21 , 2025: Generosity  

Discussion Quest ions 

1. Textual Interpretation: The Parable Connection 

Look at Jesus' parables of the mustard seed and yeast (Matthew 13:31-33). The sermon 
suggests these demonstrate "generosity" through their willingness to be used for outcomes 
beyond their control. Do you find this interpretation compelling? How does thinking about 
seeds and yeast as "generous" change or deepen your understanding of these familiar 
parables? 

2. Personal Reflection: Control vs. Generosity  

The sermon argues that "generosity increases as our control decreases" and uses the 
inheritance parable (car/medical school/town gift) to illustrate this. Reflect on your own 
giving—whether money, time, or talents. When have you experienced the tension between 
wanting to control outcomes and truly letting go? What made releasing control difficult or 
meaningful for you? 

3. Histor ical Application: Generational Giv ing 

The sermon shares how St. Paul's current ministry was built on the sacrificial generosity of 
previous generations who "mostly are not around to see what we're doing with the gifts they 
gave us." Can you think of ways you've benefited from others' generosity that they may 
never see the full results of? How does this inspire or challenge your own approach to giving 
toward future outcomes? 

4. Theological Exploration: Chr ist 's Generosity  

The sermon culminates by connecting human generosity to Christ's ultimate sacrifice—
describing it as "divine generosity" that was "endlessly open-ended" and continues bearing 
fruit today. How does understanding Christ's work as the ultimate model of generous self-



offering shape your understanding of what it means to be generous? What's the connection 
between receiving grace and extending generosity? 

5. Practical Liv ing: Generosity  as Being, Not Doing 

The sermon concludes that generosity "is not a single action" but "a constant way of living in 
the world as someone who is open to being an instrument of God's good and loving will." 
What would this look like practically in your daily life—at work, in relationships, in your 
community? How might viewing yourself as "an agent of the kingdom of heaven" change 
ordinary interactions and decisions? 

Matthew 13:31-35 

31 He put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that 
someone took and sowed in his field; 32 it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has 
grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and 
make nests in its branches.’ 

33 He told them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and 
mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.’ 

34 Jesus told the crowds all these things in parables; without a parable he told them 
nothing. 35 This was to fulfil what had been spoken through the prophet:  

‘I will open my mouth to speak in parables; 
    I will proclaim what has been hidden from the foundation of the world.’ 

 


