“The Passover”

March 30

Discussion Questions

. Theological Reflection: The sermon argues that "God wants to set you free" rather than
simply improve you. How does this perspective challenge traditional notions of personal
growth and spiritual development? What might it mean in your own life to seek
liberation rather than just self-improvement?

. Personal Vulnerability: The sermon shares a deeply personal story about a hidden
struggle from adolescence. How does his openness about personal bondage influence
your understanding of spiritual healing? What does it take for someone to be truly
vulnerable about their inner struggles?

. Systemic Oppression: Drawing parallels between the Israelites' physical slavery in
Egypt and spiritual bondage, how do you see systems of oppression operating in your
own life or community? What might "liberation"” look like in those contexts?

. Emotional Exploration: The sermon suggests that many people live with interior
oppression without recognizing it. Reflect on a time when you felt spiritually or
emotionally constrained. What would it mean for you to genuinely seek freedom in that
area?

. Practical Spirituality: The speaker encourages actively seeking prayer and liberation.
What practical steps might someone take to move from acknowledging their bondage to
pursuing genuine spiritual freedom? What barriers might prevent someone from
seeking help?



Exodus 11:1-12:32

Warning of the Final Plague

11 The LoRD said to Moses, ‘I will bring one more plague upon Pharaoh and upon Egypt;
afterwards he will let you go from here; indeed, when he lets you go, he will drive you away. 2
Tell the people that every man is to ask his neighbour and every woman is to ask her neighbour
for objects of silver and gold.’ 3 The LoRD gave the people favour in the sight of the Egyptians.
Moreover, Moses himself was a man of great importance in the land of Egypt, in the sight of
Pharaoh’s officials, and in the sight of the people.

4 Moses said, ‘Thus says the LorD: About midnight I will go out through Egypt. 5 Every firstborn
in the land of Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sits on his throne to the
firstborn of the female slave who is behind the handmill, and all the firstborn of the livestock. ©
Then there will be a loud cry throughout the whole land of Egypt, such as has never been nor
will ever be again. 7 But not a dog shall growl at any of the Israelites—not at people, not at
animals—so that you may know that the LOoRD makes a distinction between Egypt and Israel. 8
Then all these officials of yours shall come down to me, and bow low to me, saying, “Leave us,
you and all the people who follow you.” After that I will leave.” And in hot anger he left Pharaoh.

9 The LoRD said to Moses, ‘Pharaoh will not listen to you, in order that my wonders may be
multiplied in the land of Egypt.” 10 Moses and Aaron performed all these wonders before
Pharaoh; but the LorD hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he did not let the people of Israel go out
of his land.

The First Passover Instituted

12 The LoRD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 2 This month shall mark for you the
beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. 3 Tell the whole
congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a
lamb for each household. 4If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest
neighbour in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people
who eat of it. 3 Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the
sheep or from the goats. ¢ You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the
whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. 7 They shall take some of
the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8
They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened
bread and bitter herbs. ? Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire,
with its head, legs, and inner organs. 10 You shall let none of it remain until the morning;
anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. 11 This is how you shall eat it: your
loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it
hurriedly. It is the passover of the LoRrD. 12 For [ will pass through the land of Egypt that night,
and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on
all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgements: I am the LoRD. 13 The blood shall be a sign for
you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague
shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.



14 This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the
LorD; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance. 15 Seven days
you shall eat unleavened bread; on the first day you shall remove leaven from your houses, for
whoever eats leavened bread from the first day until the seventh day shall be cut off from
Israel. 16 On the first day you shall hold a solemn assembly, and on the seventh day a solemn
assembly; no work shall be done on those days; only what everyone must eat, that alone may be
prepared by you. 17 You shall observe the festival of unleavened bread, for on this very day I
brought your companies out of the land of Egypt: you shall observe this day throughout your
generations as a perpetual ordinance. 18 In the first month, from the evening of the fourteenth
day until the evening of the twenty-first day, you shall eat unleavened bread. 1? For seven days
no leaven shall be found in your houses; for whoever eats what is leavened shall be cut off from
the congregation of Israel, whether an alien or a native of the land. 20 You shall eat nothing
leavened; in all your settlements you shall eat unleavened bread.

21Then Moses called all the elders of Israel and said to them, ‘Go, select lambs for your families,
and slaughter the passover lamb. 22 Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it in the blood that is in the
basin, and touch the lintel and the two doorposts with the blood in the basin. None of you shall
go outside the door of your house until morning. 23 For the LoRD will pass through to strike
down the Egyptians; when he sees the blood on the lintel and on the two doorposts, the LorRD
will pass over that door and will not allow the destroyer to enter your houses to strike you
down. 24 You shall observe this rite as a perpetual ordinance for you and your children. 25 When
you come to the land that the LorD will give you, as he has promised, you shall keep this
observance. 26 And when your children ask you, “What do you mean by this observance?” 27 you
shall say, “It is the passover sacrifice to the LORD, for he passed over the houses of the Israelites
in Egypt, when he struck down the Egyptians but spared our houses.” And the people bowed
down and worshipped.

28 The Israelites went and did just as the LORD had commanded Moses and Aaron.

The Tenth Plague: Death of the Firstborn

29 At midnight the LoRD struck down all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of
Pharaoh who sat on his throne to the firstborn of the prisoner who was in the dungeon, and all
the firstborn of the livestock. 30 Pharaoh arose in the night, he and all his officials and all the
Egyptians; and there was a loud cry in Egypt, for there was not a house without someone dead.
31 Then he summoned Moses and Aaron in the night, and said, ‘Rise up, go away from my
people, both you and the Israelites! Go, worship the LORD, as you said. 32 Take your flocks and
your herds, as you said, and be gone. And bring a blessing on me too!”
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