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Discussion Questions 

 
1. What has your experience of work been over the course of your life? What 

have you worked hard on? What work have you enjoyed? What work have 
you not? 
 

2. Why does King Solomon say that all work is vanity? Does his anxiety 
resonate with you? Have you ever felt that way about your own work? 

 
3. The sermon suggests that work can serve several negative purposes in our 

life. When does work go wrong? 

 
4. Read Ecclesiastes 3:11. How do you understand this verse? How does it 

relate to how we view our work? 

 
5. What does the sermon suggest as the right approach to work? How can 

our striving and labour in this life cohere with our following Jesus? 
  



Ecclesiastes 2:4-11, 3:9-15 

 
4 I made great works; I built houses and planted vineyards for myself; 5 I made 
myself gardens and parks, and planted in them all kinds of fruit trees. 6 I made 
myself pools from which to water the forest of growing trees. 7 I bought male 
and female slaves, and had slaves who were born in my house; I also had great 
possessions of herds and flocks, more than any who had been before me in 
Jerusalem. 8 I also gathered for myself silver and gold and the treasure of kings 
and of the provinces; I got singers, both men and women, and delights of the 
flesh, and many concubines.[a]  
9 So I became great and surpassed all who were before me in Jerusalem; also my 
wisdom remained with me. 10 Whatever my eyes desired I did not keep from 
them; I kept my heart from no pleasure, for my heart found pleasure in all my toil, 
and this was my reward for all my toil. 11 Then I considered all that my hands had 
done and the toil I had spent in doing it, and again, all was vanity and a chasing 
after wind,[b] and there was nothing to be gained under the sun. 
 
The God-Given Task 
9 What gain have the workers from their toil? 10 I have seen the business that 
God has given to everyone to be busy with. 11 He has made everything suitable 
for its time; moreover, he has put a sense of past and future into their minds, yet 
they cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the end. 12 I 
know that there is nothing better for them than to be happy and enjoy 
themselves as long as they live; 13 moreover, it is God’s gift that all should eat and 
drink and take pleasure in all their toil. 14 I know that whatever God does endures 
for ever; nothing can be added to it, nor anything taken from it; God has done 
this, so that all should stand in awe before him. 15 That which is, already has been; 
that which is to be, already is; and God seeks out what has gone by.[a] 

 

 
 
 
 


