
 

 

 

“Lent | Getting Ready for Hope: The Cursed Tree” 

February 26 

Discussion Questions 

 
1. Why do Eve and Adam eat the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good 

and evil? (Hint: there are many possible answers to this.) 
 

2. Looking at Gen 2-3, what are the natural and supernatural consequences 
of eating the fruit? What do you think about this? 

 
3. Why does the sermon suggest that God expels Adam and Eve from the 

Garden in Gen 3:22-24? What do you make of this? 

 
4. How does the sermon relate the cross to the tree of the knowledge of good 

and evil? 

 
5. How do you understand Genesis to be true? Do you read it as a historical 

account, literature, metaphor, etc? Do you find the sermon description of 
“philosophy in a narrative mode” compelling? 

  



 

Genesis 2:4-9, 15-17; 3:1-7, 22-24 
 
Adam and Eve 
4 This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created, when 
the Lord God made the earth and the heavens. 
  
5 Now no shrub had yet appeared on the earth[a] and no plant had yet sprung 
up, for the Lord God had not sent rain on the earth and there was no one to work 
the ground, 6 but streams[b] came up from the earth and watered the whole 
surface of the ground. 7 Then the Lord God formed a man[c] from the dust of the 
ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a 
living being. 
  
8 Now the Lord God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put 
the man he had formed. 9 The Lord God made all kinds of trees grow out of the 
ground—trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of 
the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 
 
15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and 
take care of it. 16 And the Lord God commanded the man, “You are free to eat 
from any tree in the garden; 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.” 
 
The Fall 
3 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God 
had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any 
tree in the garden’?” 

  
2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 
3 but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of 
the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’” 

  
4 “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5 “For God knows 
that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil.” 
  
6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing 
to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She 
also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes 



of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed 
fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. 
 
22 And the Lord God said, “The man has now become like one of us, knowing 
good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take also from 
the tree of life and eat, and live forever.” 23 So the Lord God banished him from 
the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken. 24 After 
he drove the man out, he placed on the east side[a] of the Garden of Eden 
cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to the 
tree of life. 
 
 


