An Order for Night Prayer (Compline) –
July 20, 2022 – Feast of St Mary Magdalene
(observed)
The ancient office of Compline derives its name from a Latin word meaning
‘completion’ (completorium). It is above all a service of quietness and
reflection before rest at the end of the day.
Opening
Leader
All

The Lord almighty grant us a quiet night and a perfect end.
Amen.

Leader
All

Our help is in the name of the Lord
who made heaven and earth.

Leader:

We hear your voice, O Lord Jesus, saying: “Come unto me, all you
who labour and are heavy-laden, and I will refresh you.” We come
into your presence, weary and burdened with our sins and with
the cares and distractions of the world. Let us rest awhile in your
sacred presence; let our hearts find rest here. Let nothing
separate us from you, here in this world or in the world to come.
Amen.

A period of reflection on the past day follows.
The following or other suitable words of penitence may be used:
All

O Merciful Jesus, ever present and with a heart ready to
receive all who come to you weary and heavy laden; give us a
spirit of sincere repentance, a strong hope in your mercy, and
a lasting desire to grow in virtue and to walk in your way.
Amen.

Leader
All

O God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.

All

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it
was in the beginning, is now, and shall be forever. Amen.

1

O Gracious Light (Phos Hilaron)
O gracious Light,
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven,
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!
Now as we come to the setting of the sun,
and our eyes behold the vesper light,
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
You are worthy at all times to be sung by happy voices,
O Son of God, O Giver of life,
and to be glorified through all the worlds.

The Word of God
Psalm 4
1 Answer me when I call, O God of my righteousness;
you set me at liberty when I was in trouble;
have mercy on me and hear my prayer.
2 How long will you nobles dishonour my glory;
how long will you love vain things and seek after falsehood?
3 But know that the Lord has shown me his marvellous kindness;
when I call upon the Lord, he will hear me.
4 Stand in awe, and sin not;
commune with your own heart upon your bed, and be still.
5 Offer the sacrifices of righteousness
and put your trust in the Lord.
6 There are many that say, ‘Who will show us any good?’
Lord, lift up the light of your countenance upon us.
7 You have put gladness in my heart,
more than when their corn and wine and oil increase.
8 In peace I will lie down and sleep,
for it is you Lord, only, who make me dwell in safety.
All

Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

2

Reading
Luke 8:1-3
Soon afterwards he went on through cities and villages, proclaiming and
bringing the good news of the kingdom of God. The twelve were with him, as
well as some women who had been cured of evil spirits and infirmities: Mary,
called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, and Joanna, the
wife of Herod’s steward Chuza, and Susanna, and many others, who provided
for them out of their resources.
Leader
All

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The following responsories are said:
Leader
All

Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.

Leader
All

For you have redeemed me, Lord God of truth.
I commend my spirit.

Leader
All

Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit.
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.

Leader
All

Keep me as the apple of your eye.
Hide me under the shadow of your wings.

Gospel Canticle
The Nunc dimittis (The Song of Simeon) is said, beginning and ending with
the Antiphon (refrain):
All

Preserve us, O Lord, while waking,
and guard us while sleeping,
that awake we may watch with Christ
and asleep we may rest in peace.
Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace:
your word has been fulfilled.
My own eyes have seen the salvation
3

which you have prepared in the sight of every people;
A light to reveal you to the nations
and the glory of your people Israel.
Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.
Preserve us, O Lord, while waking,
and guard us while sleeping,
that awake we may watch with Christ
and asleep we may rest in peace.
Prayers
Litany #4 from the Book of Alternative Services, p113-114
The Collect
Leader
People
Leader

Lord, hear our prayer;
And let our cry come to you.
Let us pray.
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep
this night, and give your angels charge over those who sleep.
Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying,
soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all
for your love’s sake. Amen.

All

Our Father who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy Name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive them that trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory,
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For ever and ever.
Amen.
Closing
Leader
All

In peace we will lie down and sleep;
for you alone, Lord, make us dwell in safety.

Leader
All

Abide with us, Lord Christ,
for the night is at hand and the day is now past.

Leader
All

As the night watch looks for the morning,
so do we look for you, O Christ.

Leader

Go in peace: the wisdom of the Wonderful Counsellor guide you,
the strength of the Mighty God defend you, the love of the
Everlasting Father enfold you, the peace of the Prince of Peace be
upon you. And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit be upon you all this night and forever more.
Amen.

All

From the Church of England Order for Night Prayer, adapted for online use by St Paul’s Bloor St, 2022.
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