An Order for Night Prayer (Compline)
The ancient office of Compline derives its name from a Latin word meaning ‘completion’
(completorium). It is above all a service of quietness and reflection before rest at the
end of the day.
Opening
Leader
All

The Lord almighty grant us a quiet night and a perfect end.
Amen.

Leader
All

Our help is in the name of the Lord
who made heaven and earth.

A period of silence for reflection on the past day may follow.
The following or other suitable words of penitence may be used:
All

Most merciful God,
we confess to you,
before the whole company of heaven and one another,
that we have sinned in thought, word and deed
and in what we have failed to do.
Forgive us our sins,
heal us by your Spirit
and raise us to new life in Christ. Amen.

Leader
All

O God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.

All

Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

The following or another suitable hymn may be said or sung:
May none of God’s wonderful works
Keep silence, night or morning.
Bright stars, high mountains, the depths of the seas,
Sources of rushing rivers:
may all these break into song as we sing
to Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
May all the angels in the heavens reply:
Amen! Amen! Amen!
Power, praise, honour, eternal glory
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to God, the only giver of grace.
Amen! Amen! Amen!
Source unknown, 3rd century (Egypt)
The Word of God
Psalm 4
1 Answer me when I call, O God of my righteousness;
you set me at liberty when I was in trouble;
have mercy on me and hear my prayer.
2 How long will you nobles dishonour my glory;
how long will you love vain things and seek after falsehood?
3 But know that the Lord has shown me his marvellous kindness;
when I call upon the Lord, he will hear me.
4 Stand in awe, and sin not;
commune with your own heart upon your bed, and be still.
5 Offer the sacrifices of righteousness
and put your trust in the Lord.
6 There are many that say, ‘Who will show us any good?’
Lord, lift up the light of your countenance upon us.
7 You have put gladness in my heart,
more than when their corn and wine and oil increase.
8 In peace I will lie down and sleep,
for it is you Lord, only, who make me dwell in safety.
All

Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

Scripture Reading
Ephesians 1:3-14
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the
heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 4 For he chose us in him before
the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5 he predestined
us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and
will – 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he
loves. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in
accordance with the riches of God’s grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and
understanding, 9 he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good
pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 10 to be put into effect when the times reach their
fulfilment – to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ.
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11 In

him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him
who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12 in order that we,
who were the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. 13 And
you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of
your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised
Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of
those who are God’s possession – to the praise of his glory.
The following responsories are said:
Leader
All

Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.

Leader
All

For you have redeemed me, Lord God of truth.
I commend my spirit.

Leader
All

Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit.
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.

Leader
All

Keep me as the apple of your eye.
Hide me under the shadow of your wings.

Gospel Canticle
The Nunc dimittis (The Song of Simeon) is said:
All

Save us, O Lord, while waking,
and guard us while sleeping,
that awake we may watch with Christ
and asleep may rest in peace.
Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace:
your word has been fulfilled.
My own eyes have seen the salvation
which you have prepared in the sight of every people;
A light to reveal you to the nations
and the glory of your people Israel.
Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.
Save us, O Lord, while waking,
and guard us while sleeping,
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that awake we may watch with Christ
and asleep may rest in peace.
Prayers
Intercessions and thanksgivings may be offered here.
The Collect
Leader
People
Leader

Lord, hear our prayer;
And let our cry come to you.
Let us pray.

The Leader then says one of the following Collects:
Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in your great mercy
defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the
love of your only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
Be present, O merciful God, and protect us through the hours
of this night, so that we who are wearied by the changes and
chances of this life may rest in your eternal changelessness;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Look down, O Lord, from your heavenly throne, and
illumine this night with your celestial brightness; that by
night as by day your people may glorify your holy Name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Visit this place, O Lord, and drive far from it all snares of the
enemy; let your holy angels dwell with us to preserve us in
peace; and let your blessing be upon us always; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night,
and give your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord
Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity
the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love’s sake. Amen.
Silence may be kept.
All

Our Father who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy Name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
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Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive them that trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil. Amen.
Closing
Leader
All

In peace we will lie down and sleep;
for you alone, Lord, make us dwell in safety.

Leader
All

Abide with us, Lord Jesus,
for the night is at hand and the day is now past.

Leader
All

As the night watch looks for the morning,
so do we look for you, O Christ.

Leader

Our Lord Jesus Christ be near you to defend you,
Within you to refresh you,
Around you to preserve you,
Behind you to justify you,
Above you to bless you,
Who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
God for evermore.

All

Amen.

From the Church of England Order for Night Prayer, adapted for online use by St Paul’s Bloor St, 2020.
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