
 

 

 

“When Holding Out is Losing Out” 
November 14 

Discussion Questions 
 

1. Have you ever given something to a charity or good cause and had regrets 
later? Or have you ever decided not to give because you weren’t sure the 
money would be used well? 

  
2. In her sermon Karen discusses how even though the Temple was corrupt, 

what the widow did in giving everything was nonetheless a sign of hope. 
Why is that? 

  
3. What does it look like for the church to give up the whole of its life for the 

sake of the world? What are some ways St Paul’s can lean into that calling? 
How about personally? 

  
4. Have you ever been in a place of complete dependence on God? What did 

that look like? Was it your choice to place yourself in that situation, trusting 
in God? 

 

  



Mark 12: 38-44 

Warning against the teachers of the law 

38 As he taught, Jesus said, ‘Watch out for the teachers of the law. They like to 
walk around in flowing robes and be greeted with respect in the market-
places, 39 and have the most important seats in the synagogues and the places of 
honour at banquets. 40 They devour widows’ houses and for a show make lengthy 
prayers. These men will be punished most severely.’ 

The widow’s offering 

41 Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched 
the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw 
in large amounts. 42 But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper 
coins, worth only a few pence. 

43 Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, ‘Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put 
more into the treasury than all the others. 44 They all gave out of their wealth; but 
she, out of her poverty, put in everything – all she had to live on.’ 
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