
 

 

 

“What if it’s True? |  

Jesus Suffered, Died, and Was Buried” 

July 17 

Discussion Questions 

 
1. What do you think the greatest accomplishments in human history are, 

the greatest failures?  Why?   What do think the hardest line of the 
Apostles Creed is to believe for you, for others?  Why?  In what sense is 
a “God who dies” an oxymoron like the Virgin Birth? 
 

2. How did Jenny sum up the “wisdom of the world”?  What was she 
missing and what did you agree with? 
 

3. Read 1 Corinthians 1: 24-26.  How does Paul sum up the wisdom of God 
and why would that have been shocking to the first readers?   Why do 
you think the Creed focuses so much attention on the suffering and 
death of Jesus? 
 

4. What do you make of the fact that Mary said Yes to Jesus and Pilate 
said No?  In what way does the word “suffering” sum up all of Jesus’s 
life and ministry?  What does that mean for our daily lives? 
 

5. If Christians were the first people in history to describe humility as a 
virtue, what impact does that have on how we make decisions and 
handle conflict?  Close in prayer asking God to give you a humble heart. 

  



1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
 

Christ Crucified Is God’s Power and Wisdom 
18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to 
us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written: 
  
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; 
    the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.”[a] 
  
20 Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law? Where is the 
philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 
For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, 
God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those 
who believe. 22 Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we 
preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 
but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 
God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than human 
wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength. 
  
26 Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many 
of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were 
of noble birth. 27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the 
wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28 God chose 
the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things that are 
not—to nullify the things that are, 29 so that no one may boast before him. 30 It is 
because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from 
God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31 Therefore, as it is 
written: “Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.”[b] 

 

 


