
 

Sermon Discussion Questions 

1. Have you ever been asked to take responsibility for something 
you didn’t have the power to change? Describe the situation. 
How did it make you feel? Why? 

2. Conversely, have you ever felt empowered or liberated by 
deciding to take responsibility for a situation? 

3. How did the Israelites in the Nehemiah reading take 
responsibility for their situation? What did they commit to do? 

4. What do the Israelites’ commitments in their situation mean for 
Christians today, in our situation? What lessons can we learn 
from what they did? 

5. The sermon describes the Israelites’ “contextual innovation”: 
God’s law required the temple fires to keep burning, so they 
developed a system for supplying wood. If the Christian law is to 
love God and neighbour, what contextual innovations will the St 
Paul’s community need to make in order to love well as we re-
open from lockdown?  

6. How do you imagine the post-pandemic context for the church? 
What role(s) could you play in this and see yourself committing 
to?  



Nehemiah 9: 36-38 and 10: 28-32, 35-37, 39b 

The Israelites gathered together and said, ‘But see, we are slaves today, 
slaves in the land you gave our ancestors so that they could eat its fruit 
and the other good things it produces. 37 Because of our sins, its abundant 
harvest goes to the kings you have placed over us. They rule over our 
bodies and our cattle as they please. We are in great distress.38 ‘In view of 
all this, we are making a binding agreement, putting it in writing, and our 
leaders, our Levites and our priests are affixing their seals to it.’  

28 ‘The rest of the people – priests, Levites, gatekeepers, musicians, temple 
servants and all who separated themselves from the neighbouring 
peoples for the sake of the Law of God, together with their wives and all 
their sons and daughters who are able to understand – 29 all these now join 
their fellow Israelites the nobles, and bind themselves with a curse and an 
oath to follow the Law of God given through Moses the servant of God and 
to obey carefully all the commands, regulations and decrees of the Lord 
our Lord.  

30 ‘We promise not to give our daughters in marriage to the peoples 
around us or take their daughters for our sons. 
31 ‘When the neighbouring peoples bring merchandise or grain to sell on 
the Sabbath, we will not buy from them on the Sabbath or on any holy 
day. Every seventh year we will forgo working the land and will cancel all 
debts.  

32 ‘We assume the responsibility for carrying out the commands to give a 
third of a shekel each year for the service of the house of our God...  

35 ‘We also assume responsibility for bringing to the house of the Lord each 
year the firstfruits of our crops and of every fruit tree. 
36 ‘As it is also written in the Law, we will bring the firstborn of our sons and 
of our cattle, of our herds and of our flocks to the house of our God, to the 
priests ministering there. 37 ‘Moreover, we will bring to the storerooms of 
the house of our God, to the priests, the first of our ground meal, of our 
grain offerings, of the fruit of all our trees and of our new wine and olive oil. 
And we will bring a tithe of our crops to the Levites, for it is the Levites who 
collect the tithes in all the towns where we work.  

‘We will not neglect the house of our God.’  


