
 

 

 

Sermon Discussion Questions: 

1. Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead just a week or two before he rode 
into Jerusalem for the Passover. How do you think that particular 
miracle changed people’s perspectives of him, both regular Jews and 
Pharisees? 

2. Why do you think Jesus’ response to the Greeks wanting to see him 
was Jesus’ discourse on being willing to die? (See John 12:20-26) 

3. Did you know the meaning of the word Hosanna before this? Does 
knowing this change how you view the Triumphal Entry? 

4. Why do you think the liturgy for Palm Sunday and Good Friday 
emphasise congregation participation?  

5. How can you welcome Jesus into your own situation – your own places 
of oppression, sorrow, anger, fear, or hate. What might that look like 
for you this Holy Week? 

6. What practical steps will you take to do that? 



John 12:12-26 NIVUK 
 
The next day the great crowd that had come for the festival heard that 
Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. They took palm branches and went out 
to meet him, shouting, 

‘Hosanna!’ 

‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!’ 

‘Blessed is the king of Israel!’ 
 Jesus found a young donkey and sat upon it, as it is written: 
 ‘Do not be afraid, Daughter Zion; 
    see, your king is coming, 
    seated on a donkey’s colt.’ 

At first his disciples did not understand all this. Only after Jesus was 
glorified did they realise that these things had been written about him 
and that these things had been done to him. 

Now the crowd that was with him when he called Lazarus from the tomb 
and raised him from the dead continued to spread the word. Many people, 
because they had heard that he had performed this sign, went out to 
meet him. So the Pharisees said to one another, ‘See, this is getting us 
nowhere. Look how the whole world has gone after him!’ 

Jesus predicts his death 

Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the 
festival. They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a 
request. ‘Sir,’ they said, ‘we would like to see Jesus.’ Philip went to tell 
Andrew; Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus. 

Jesus replied, ‘The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very 
truly I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it 
remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. Anyone 
who loves their life will lose it, while anyone who hates their life in this 
world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me; and 
where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honour the one who 
serves me. 


