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Start by praying and asking God to meet you in this passage, the sermon, 
and the reading and prayers. Then read the following passage several times.

23 During that long period, the king of Egypt died. The Israelites groaned in their 
slavery and cried out, and their cry for help because of their slavery went up to God.  
24 God heard their groaning and he remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac 
and with Jacob. 25 So God looked on the Israelites and was concerned about them.

Moses and the Burning Bush
3 Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of 

Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the 
mountain of God. 2 There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from 
within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. 3 So Moses 
thought, ‘I will go over and see this strange sight – why the bush does not burn up.’

4 When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from 
within the bush, ‘Moses! Moses!’

And Moses said, ‘Here I am.’
5 ‘Do not come any closer,’ God said. ‘Take off your sandals, for the place where 

you are standing is holy ground.’ 6 Then he said, ‘I am the God of your father, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.’ At this, Moses hid his face, because he 
was afraid to look at God.

7 The LORD said, ‘I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have 
heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their 
suffering. 8 So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and 

Exodus 2:23-3:12



to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with 
milk and honey – the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites 
and Jebusites. 9 And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the 
way the Egyptians are oppressing them. 10 So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to 
bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.’

11 But Moses said to God, ‘Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the 
Israelites out of Egypt?’

12 And God said, ‘I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I 
who have sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship 
God on this mountain.’

1. In one sentence name a crisis that you have confronted in the past year. 
How did you engage or respond to that crisis?

2. Israel was in crisis and they encountered God (Yahweh) through the 
leadership of Moses. His role in leading the Israelites really began when 
he met and communicated with God (Exodus 3). In the sermon, there 
were three primary takeaways for God calling his people through crisis 
over 3000 years ago. Look at each one and reflect on how these shape 
our response to crises in our lives in 2020.

 a. God hears, so we can pray.
 i. God heard; 
 ii. God remembered; 
 iii. God saw; 
 iv. God knew.

 b. God is sufficient, so we can trust. 

 c. God meets our needs despite our obstacles and weaknesses, so we 
can rest.

3. For you, what does it mean to pray, trust and rest?

Questions to Ponder
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Closing Prayer
Loving God, open our ears to hear your word and draw us closer to you, that 
the whole world may be one with you as you are one with us in Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.
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