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Start by praying and asking God to meet you in this passage, the sermon, 
and the reading and prayers. Then read the following passage several times.

14 ‘Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and 
entrusted his wealth to them. 15 To one he gave five bags of gold, to another two bags, and 
to another one bag, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. 16 The man 
who had received five bags of gold went at once and put his money to work and gained five 
bags more. 17 So also, the one with two bags of gold gained two more. 18 But the man who 
had received one bag went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money.

19 ‘After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with 
them. 20 The man who had received five bags of gold brought the other five. “Master,” he 
said, “you entrusted me with five bags of gold. See, I have gained five more.”

21 ‘His master replied, “Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful 
with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s 
happiness!”

22 ‘The man with two bags of gold also came. “Master,” he said, “you entrusted me 
with two bags of gold: see, I have gained two more.”

23 ‘His master replied, “Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful 
with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s 
happiness!”

24 ‘Then the man who had received one bag of gold came. “Master,” he said, “I knew 
that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you 
have not scattered seed. 25 So I was afraid and went out and hid your gold in the ground. 
See, here is what belongs to you.”

Matthew 25: 14-30



26 ‘His master replied, “You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where 
I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? 27 Well then, you should 
have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have 
received it back with interest.

28 ‘“So take the bag of gold from him and give it to the one who has ten bags. 29 For 
whoever has will be given more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does not 
have, even what they have will be taken from them. 30 And throw that worthless servant 
outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

1. Today we consider the fruit of the Spirit of Faithfulness. What is, for you, a 
working definition of faith and faithfulness? What would be an example?

2. We are considering faithfulness through the lens of parable. What is a 
parable and why are they challenging?

3. We heard in the sermon that there are at least three different 
interpretations of the parable with respect to faithfulness. Of the three 
different perspectives, which one resonated with you? Why do you think 
that it did?

4. There were three challenging questions based on the three 
interpretations for us. How would you engage them?

 a. The first interpretation that focuses on being prepared to account for  
 our lives expecting the return of Jesus. Are we faithful to the Gospel  
 that with our lives we are loving God with all our heart, mind, body,  
 and soul and we are loving our neighbours as ourselves?

 b. The second interpretation that focuses on the ways we use our gifts  
 to aid in the sharing of the Good News with the world. Are we faithful  
 to what God has given us and then by the agency of the Holy Spirit,  
 leveraging those gifts to make a positive difference in the world,  
 advancing the Kingdom of God?

 c. The third interpretation names the challenge of exposing injustice  
 and standing up for what is right. Are we faithful to Jesus’ calling us  
 to fight injustice, evil and anything that marginalizes, trivializes or  
 oppresses God’s good creation?

Questions to Ponder
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Closing Prayer
Loving God, open our ears to hear your word and draw us closer to you, that 
the whole world may be one with you as you are one with us in Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.
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